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Introduction

1

When I first started researching knuckle dusters, there was a
clear absence of data to draw from; knowledgeable collectors
 tended to be secretive and hard to find, and nothing really substan-
tive had been written. But the subject was so intriguing, and I was
so entirely captivated by these pocket-sized weapons, that I
plugged along collecting examples, pictures, and as much informa-
tion as I could. The end result was my book Knuckle Dusters and
Knuckle Knives (Iron Wave Publishing, 2005), a collection of
knuckles and knives showing the diversity and some of the history
of this significant subject. 

As happens with so many historical research projects, I was
uncertain that I had covered the subject as clearly and completely
as possible, but it was the best I could do at the time, and so
Knuckle Dusters and Knuckle Knives was released. The book was
a hit right away, being the first and only book to even touch on
the subject. Soon after its release, my uncertainty about the com-
pleteness of the subject became justified. I discovered some
amazing examples of knuckles I never knew existed, both histori-
cally significant ones and incredible new designs that needed to
be exposed.

The most fantastic by-product of the book was the sudden con-
tact by dozens of collectors who discovered my Web site,
www.knuckledusterbook.com, and started sending me e-mails with



questions, comments, historical data and, best of all, pictures of
their collections. Soon I was blissfully swimming in a collector’s
dream of information, which I have now compiled and presented
in this book. 

History of Knuckle Dusters will hopefully excite existing
knuckle duster collectors and, more importantly, get others started
on this wonderful adventure. New and old collectors should be
thrilled with the new designs that are coming out; cheap but inter-
esting knuckles from China continue to enter the market alongside
high-end combat knuckle dusters by makers such as Dalton
Combat Cutlery (DCC) and Back Street Products (BSP). I believe
this is just the tip of the iceberg. Much like their also maligned and
outlawed cousin, the switchblade, knuckle dusters are seeing a
resurgence in popularity as a self-defense weapon that, unlike a
gun or knife, is less likely to kill but is very effective in close-
quarter combat.

So what is the future of the knuckle duster? Hopefully, those
countries and states that have outlawed knuckles will see the error
of their ways and back off their draconian laws regarding these
items. It has happened with switchblades in the United States, and
the result has been beautiful custom automatic knives that are well
designed and strong being sold to citizens for carry and collection.
Regardless of their legal standing, more and more people are buy-
ing knuckles, for whatever reason, and they rarely stop at just one
set. One on-line seller recently reported that over the 2005
Christmas season his shop sold more than 400 knuckle dusters! 

Another aspect of knuckle dusters is the way craftsmen have
combined them with other weapons to create useful hybrids.
Knives, guns, and batons have all been incorporated into more use-
ful tools when knuckles are added. This trend has again been seen
as makers look for “new” ways to differentiate themselves and
make their designs attractive.

With every small step, knuckle dusters will become more
acceptable; at the beginning of the 20th century, they were sold in

History of Knuckle Dusters
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police supply and hardware catalogs! The vilification of the knuck-
le duster really occurred much as it did with the switchblade: blam-
ing an object for the actions of individuals who used them inappro-
priately. Hopefully, this trend of vilification will change, but as gun
owners have seen, it is not an easy obstacle to overcome.

So join with me if you are new to the fascinating subject of
knuckle dusters, or are a veteran collector, and take a look at these
weapons that have been around for at least 200 years and will con-
tinue to be carried, collected, and used forever. 

Introduction
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EARLY KNUCKLE DUSTERS

Dating back to before the American Civil War, mass-produced
knuckle dusters were neither rare nor considered particularly evil.
Often sold in hardware and sporting goods stores and catalogs, the
19th- and early 20th-century weapons could be had as cheaply as a
good pocket knife. Despite the low cost of the knuckle dusters, some
individuals sought to make their own, whether for the challenge or
the lack of availability where they lived. Many examples of hand-
made knuckle dusters cast from lead, drilled from brass bar stock, or
hammered out of iron by a blacksmith have been dug up on Civil
War sites. 

The mass-produced knuckles of this period had three distinc-
tive styles: the American T-handle, the American classic, and the
British classic. Within these styles there are some distinctions,
mainly in size and materials, but for decades these three styles
were what was available. Even such companies as Winchester
Arms entered the knuckle duster market with a unique item called
the “Brute Tamer,” to be used and carried by women. Most knuck-
le makers left off any markings on their offerings, and except in
rare cases, we do not know who they were.

Early in the 20th century, police supply catalogs began to
advertise knuckles and other similar weapons, such as the leather,
shot-filled strap that covered the hand. It was perfectly acceptable
for a law enforcement officer to carry a weapon like this in order



to stop a fight without shooting or clubbing a suspect.
Not much thought was given to knuckle dusters until they

began to be used by gangsters, thugs, and union busters. Used to
menace, intimidate, and often to beat those who opposed them,
knuckles became a symbol of these criminals and have sadly
remained so up to the present day in a lot of jurisdictions. 

History of Knuckle Dusters
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Early Knuckle Dusters

7

CLASSIC T-HANDLE AMERICAN KNUCKLE DUSTERS

Makers: Unknown

Popular in the last part of the 19th century and into the early
20th century, the T-handled knuckle duster is distinctive not just
for its palm swell but also for the straight-across finger stalls. It is
interesting to note that many of these knuckle dusters can only be
worn one way, as the finger stalls get smaller from one side to the
other. The stalls are also usually not perfectly round, but rather
oblong in shape. The straight-across design is not as comfortable
as other knuckle dusters that curve and do not spread the fingers
as much. 

While the T-handle is mostly referred to as an American
design, examples sold by British firms have been noted, and they
certainly influenced the typical British design that refined the
shape so as to be more comfortable. Made from steel, iron, alu-
minum, or brass, the T-handle examples are not uncommon, and do
appear from time to time for sale. 



CLASSIC AMERICAN KNUCKLE DUSTERS

Makers: Unknown

The most well-known American designs surfaced in the first
half of the 20th century. Drawing on earlier designs, these more
modern examples have developed into the most common knuckles
we see today. The
familiar shape con-
tains four roughly
round finger stalls
with either rounded
or square protru-
sions along the top
edge of the knuck-
les. The curved
calm swell is
attached to the
knuckle stalls sec-
tion by two “posts,”
and a stylish empty
space is created.
Made from steel,
iron, brass, alu-
minum, and even
copper, this style of
knuckle duster has
had minor changes
over the last centu-
ry, but the basic
design has
remained intact.
Most notably, it is
the size of the
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knuckle stalls that has undergone the most changes. Early knuckles
were quite tight and overall quite small, but were comfortable
when on the hand. As the years went on, the size of the stall
increased, which meant easier access but also spread out the fin-
gers, which can become an issue when striking. 

The knuckle dusters shown here are early examples that were
often sold through catalogs—hardware, police supply, and sporting
goods. Examples with the heavy protrusions on the outer edges
were sold in a hardware mail order catalog. Since the 1970s, this
style was sold as “paperweights” and “belt buckles” in firearms
and security magazines. Today, many of the imported knuckle
offerings use this venerable style in their makeup, adding some
extras for looks but never straying from the original.

History of Knuckle Dusters

10



DARLEY ALUMINUM KNUCKLES 
(MADE FOR DARLEY POLICE SUPPLY)

A variation of the classic American knuckle duster, these were
available from Darley Police Supply. Made from aluminum, they
were feather light. However, they were very thin, approximately
5mm, or less than a quarter inch. While this made them easy to
carry and conceal, they were not nearly as effective as larger, heav-
ier knuckles and could cut into the hand upon impact, causing
some bruising. 

Early Knuckle Dusters
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The W.S. Darley & Co. Police Supply catalog advertisement
describes the knuckles like this:

Aluminum Knuckles

Light but strong. A handful of self-defense for the
policeman in a tight pinch. Settles such emergen-
cies better than arguments, without fuss or noise.
Fits hand comfortably, carries nicely in pocket.

History of Knuckle Dusters
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CLASSIC BRITISH KNUCKLE DUSTERS

Makers: Various

It is unlikely that the classic British knuckle duster design
developed on its own, distinct from its American counterparts. It
does seem to take a variety of individual traits from the T-handle
and classic American knuckles and blend them into a highly func-
tional, very comfortable design. The four knuckle stalls are shaped
to fit the hand in one direction only; the smallest finger has a stall

that will fit only it
comfortably and not
the index finger if it is
put on the wrong way.
Some of the American
T-handle designs do
the same thing. 

The stalls are more
ergonomically set out
in a curve rather than
straight across, echo-
ing the American clas-
sic design. The one
aspect that really sets
them apart, and is
indeed a better design,
is the way the stalls are
more oblong than
round and taper from
large at the top to
small at the bottom.
This allows for entry
into the stalls of the
individual finger

Early Knuckle Dusters
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knuckles. When the knuckles clear the sides, the fingers settle into
a narrower, comfortable base. The fingers are not spread apart as
much as with large round stalls, and the knuckle duster is easy to
get on and off. 

The British design was produced for decades and sold by
sporting goods companies alongside shotguns, rifles, and other
“outdoor” items. Most examples are very well made, cast from
brass and alu-
minum and
even precious
metals as well.
They do vary
in size, with
some of the
smaller exam-
ples being dif-
ficult to put on
if the wearer’s
hands are of
medium size or
larger. It must
be remembered
that in the early
part of the 20th
century, men
were on aver-
age somewhat
smaller than
today, and the
British knuckle
duster was cre-
ated to fit
snuggly. 

History of Knuckle Dusters
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MAILED FIST KNUCKLE DUSTERS

Maker: Mailed Fist Manufacturing Co., Utica, New York

Created by W.A. Hicks in the early part of the 20th century,
the Mailed Fist was the first (and possibly last) attempt to create a
business venture solely around a single production knuckle duster
design. Aimed at the law enforcement market, the Fist was present-
ed as a less-than-lethal alternative to firearms and billy clubs. The
literature accompanying each set of Fists states that Mr. Hicks had
enjoyed a long career in law enforcement and had designed these
knuckle dusters for his own use. Likely made from aluminum, the
Fist appears to be cut from bar stock rather than cast. It is
described as “light in weight” and so could not be made from brass
or steel. Sold in pairs, each Fist had a unique serial number and
was registered to the owner. An attempt was made to patent the

Early Knuckle Dusters

15



design, but searches show this was unsuccessful. Not much is
known about how long the Mailed Fist Manufacturing Co. was in
business or how many Fists were sold. 

Consisting of four round finger stalls above a uniquely config-
ured palm swell, the Mailed Fist is unlike any other knuckle duster
made. The finger stalls are well laid out in a gentle curve, but they
are spaced too far apart and are too small to fit even a medium-
sized hand. Even the pictures supplied with the Fist show a wearer
with it only on the second knuckle bones of the hand. The replica
that was created for this chapter was difficult to get on over the
knuckle joint, mak-
ing it impractical for
quick deployment.
The palm swell is
also strange in that it
is very uncomfort-
able. While most
knuckle dusters
employ a convex out-
ward curve, the
Mailed Fist utilizes a
concave inward
curve, which is hard
to hold.

Despite its defi-
ciencies, the Mailed
Fist is a collector’s
dream, especially
coming with the
original box and
papers. It once again
shows how the
knuckle duster was
seen as a viable tool

History of Knuckle Dusters
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for law enforcement prior to being vilified by the media.
Documents provided by Steve Michaluk.
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THE KNUCKLE DUSTER 
GOES TO WAR

In the early part of the 20th century, countries conducted war-
fare differently than they do today. The advent of the machine gun,
better artillery, and the use of aircraft made the old ways of combat
seem obsolete. This became obvious during World War I as the
opposing sides lined up and spread out in trenches across Europe.
Mass charges were bloody and ineffective, and a stalemate settled in
on the battlefield. Frontline soldiers, however, required hand
weapons to augment the slow bolt-action rifles that were difficult to
utilize as a striking weapon in the close quarters of an enemy trench.
Soldiers used a variety of knives, bayonets, trench clubs, and
entrenching tools to fight hand-to-hand with their enemies.

The U.S. and British troops were issued or privately pur-
chased knives with knuckle duster handles, such as the American
Mark I and the Robbins of Dudley knives (see Knuckle Dusters
and Knuckle Knives, available from Paladin Press). Some exam-
ples of knuckle dusters with British Broad Arrow property marks
have been seen, and knuckles purchased privately may have made
it into the trenches as well. The Austrians provided an iron knuck-
le duster to some troops, but overall it was a rare and largely
undocumented armament.

After World War I, the knuckle duster saw some service with the
Office of Strategic Services (OSS) and was carried by agents behind
the lines, but it largely drops out of sight in military situations.



WORLD WAR I AUSTRIAN 
MILITARY-ISSUE KNUCKLE DUSTERS

Maker: H. Steinbruck, Graz, Austria

Produced during World War I, both of these sets of knuckle
dusters are rare examples of the weapons given to frontline
Austrian troops to fight with in the trenches. Because they were
constructed on a curve with no palm swell, it is entirely possible
they were meant to be held along with another weapon, likely a
bayonet or trench knife. The four round finger stalls are not large
enough to fit gloved hands but have plenty roomy for bare fingers
to slide into.
The one set
has six spikes
along the top
edge: four on
top and two
on either side
for inflicting
damage dur-
ing a hammer
blow. The
other set has
only four
spikes on the
top edge.
Both are cast
from iron and
prone to rust.

Both sets
of knuckle
dusters are
compact and
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massive at the same time. The way they are designed means there
is little extra metal surrounding the finger stalls; having no palm
swell really reduces the footprint. Despite this, the knuckles are
weighty due to the thickness; they are 0.625 inch thick, and very
heavy, being made from iron. The curved design fits the hand nice-
ly, and striking a solid mass with it does not hurt the hand. Indeed,
it imparts a certain confidence in the user, something that was
highly desirable in the trenches where close-quarter, hand-to-hand
combat was quite normal.

The Knuckle Duster Goes to War
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BRITISH MILITARY-ISSUE KNUCKLE DUSTERS

Makers: Various

While the knuckle dusters in this section are arguably of the
same design as the classic British design presented earlier, their
noteworthy feature is their acceptance by the military as a special-
issue weapon. The mark on both examples that makes this clear is
the British “broad arrow” stamp, the official government property
mark found on most military-issue gear of the 20th century. The
set marked “A.K. & Co. 1915” has the broad arrow clearly
stamped above the maker’s mark. The age is clear from the patina
finish on the brass, and the date stamp puts it in the middle of
World War I. The second example is more likely a presentation
piece created in limited or even one-off quantities. Cast from silver

History of Knuckle Dusters
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and plated in gold, this knuckle duster is smaller in size and also
stamped with a broad arrow mark. Age is undetermined, but it was
likely created before World War II. 

Whether knuckle dusters were issued to and carried by any
number of British soldiers is unknown. They were readily available
through sporting catalogs and were purchased privately along with
a great variety of knuckle knives, particularly the Robbins of
Dudley and Clements knives. It is also likely that British Special
Operations Executive (SOE ) agents carried knuckle dusters like
these on operations. Their portability, concealability, and utility
were perfect for a backup weapon, along with a garrote, knife, and
suppressed pistol. 

The Knuckle Duster Goes to War
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MODERN BRASS BC 41 KNUCKLE DUSTERS

Maker: Anonymous

Two of the rarest knuckle dusters desired by collectors are the
variations of the BC 41s made for the British military during
World War II. These knuckles were made along with the BC 41
knuckle knife and likely issued to commandos and covert agents.
The designs differ in that one has angular points atop the knuckles
while the other is rounded and less likely to catch on clothing.
Made from either steel or brass, very few originals are known to
exist. One collector and knuckle maker has taken the designs and
reproduced them as well as possible in 0.375-inch brass bar stock.
Roughly 4 inches across, these compact knuckle dusters still have
plenty of weight to them, and the pointed ones are even more
effective for causing damage. The oval cut into the palm reduces
the weight a little but is mostly for looks. The finger stalls are each
slightly different in size and shape, but all are radiused for a com-
fortable fit.

Combining styles from both classic American knuckle dusters
and traditional British designs gives the BC 41s their distinctive
look and feel. The British design elements are mostly in the finger
stall shapes. Made to fit the hand in only one way, the smallest
stall only accommodates the little finger and is too tight and
uncomfortable to house the index finger. The stalls are wider at the
top to accommodate the thick knuckles, and when they are through
the holes, the rest of the finger slides down into a narrowed curve
for a very comfortable fit. The American influence can be seen in
the twin-pillar design attaching the palm swell to the base of the
knuckle stalls. 

History of Knuckle Dusters
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SHEFFIELD-STYLE KNUCKLE DUSTERS

Makers: Various Sheffield companies

The knuckle duster pictured here is a copy of the handle
designed to become part of a knuckle knife that was produced by
multiple companies during World War I. The knuckle knives made
in Sheffield were very popular with troops departing for the front
lines. Britain did not issue a duty knife, and so private purchase
weapons were common. Often known by the more common names
of one or two producers, this style of knife tended to be of good
quality, and collectors today love them.

This knuckle duster is made of brass and is quite hefty. Like
many British designs, both for knuckle dusters and knuckle
knives, the finger stalls are finger specific (index finger does not
fit well if worn the wrong way). Put on the hand properly, the
knuckles are very comfortable. The palm swell does not have an
opening, and this adds to the overall weight. A gentle curve along
the lower edge makes it sit well in the hand. The palm swell is
slightly curved inward on both sides, indicating it was made to be
a knuckle duster and not for a knife. The knives made with this
type of handle had a straight cut on the one side where the blade’s
tang is attached. 

Some versions with pointed knuckles exist and are similar to
the BC 41 knives and knuckle dusters, and were likely the inspira-
tion for these World War II weapons. 
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STONE KNUCKLE DUSTERS

Maker: Eugene W. Stone Sr.

One of the rarest and most sought-after knuckle dusters in the
world, the Stone knuckles were originally cast as handles for Stone
combat knives during World War II. Only a handful of the knuck-
les were made, likely 10 in all, while several hundred knives were
crafted for servicemen. A work of art by any standard, the knuck-
les consist of four contoured knuckle stalls above the gently curv-
ing palm swell of the handle. At the butt end is a large, highly
detailed human skull that makes an excellent skull crusher. The
other end is a cobra’s head that
blends with the scaly body of
the knuckle duster. The scales
themselves allow for greater
grip and complete the appear-
ance of the piece beautifully. 

Eugene Stone was a mas-
ter craftsman who made
some 300 variations of his
knuckle knife design. The
knuckles were cast from alu-
minum and usually onto an
existing military blade such
as a KABAR or Camillus
fighting knife. Stone made
his creations while serving
aboard the USS Holland.

History of Knuckle Dusters
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MODERN DESIGNS:
MASS PRODUCTION, CUSTOMS,

AND COMBAT KNUCKLES

While the knuckle duster has remained available in limited
designs through most of the 20th century, it has seen a real resur-
gence with new designs by both mass producers in Asia and cus-
tom designers in the United States. Collectors of old knuckles are
finding new designs to fill out their collections, while first-time
buyers have a selection like never before.

It has only been in this new century that individuals are again
looking to specialized weapons for hand combat, and interest in the
knuckle duster has increased. Soldiers again privately purchase
knives, tomahawks, and batons to augment their firearms and issued
edged weapons. The biggest problem a friend of mine had while in
Bosnia was getting pulled into crowds that were demonstrating and
rioting. Unable to bring his rifle into play due to bulky body armor,
he carried a boot knife strapped to his web gear to fight his way out
(shooting was not an option). The use of a collapsible or rigid baton
was not an option, and those who train in the martial arts know how
easy it is to strip one of these from an opponent in close quarters.
My friend expressed great excitement when shown the new breed of
combat knuckle dusters—their size, weight, portability, and durabili-
ty would have been just the thing for nonlethal confrontation and
self-defense for the situation he was in. 

Today, such knuckle duster designers as Dalton Combat
Cutlery and Back Street Products have reinvented the knuckle



duster in heavier, more combat-effective designs. Moving away
from the concealable, smaller designs that barely fit the hand,
these companies lean more to the massive, show-stopping shapes
showcased here. The other designs in this section come from an
anonymous designer who produces combat knuckle dusters for
Special Forces in various countries. Each piece is handmade and
extremely rare. It is possible these designs will see mass produc-
tion as interest grows in this effective piece of weaponry, but so far
there are no immediate plans for such production. 
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“DAVE COURTNEY SPECIAL” KNUCKLE DUSTERS

Maker: Unknown

Dave Courtney is a world-class self-promoter and showman
who has parlayed his life as a professional “naughty boy” of
Britain’s underworld into a life of celebrity on television, in books
and magazines, and even on film. Dave was a debt collector and
doorman, and his trademark equalizer was always his handy set of
knuckle dusters (sometimes two sets). Dave has often said that a
man should not carry a weapon he is not prepared to use, and
unfortunately too many deaths result from carrying a gun or knife.
To Dave the knuckle duster is the ideal personal offensive weapon,
and he has used it for years. 

The DCS is designed after a style of knuckle duster that is
again unique but with elements of traditional American and British
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knuckles. The finger stalls are larger at the top of the oval, allow-
ing for large fingers to pass larger knuckles through them, and nar-
rower at the bottom for comfortable seating—very British. The
palm swell is very much like classic American dusters, except
there is no opening or no protrusions on either side. Nevertheless,
they are quite comfortable in the palm. At 0.375 inch thick and
just over 2 inches tall, these knuckles dusters at first seem too
small to wrap a hand through and around, but in most cases their
size is ideal. 

At once elegant and small, the Dave Courtney Specials are
easy to tuck away, have no protrusions to snag on clothing, and are
quick to get into. They pack enough weight and cover the knuckle
perfectly for doing their intended job without discomfort. 
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“PAPER WEIGHT” KNUCKLE DUSTERS

Maker: Unknown

During the 1970s and 1980s, ads appearing in firearms and
survival magazines sold knuckle dusters at very affordable prices.
These items were usually referred to as “paper weights” in order to
circumvent laws prohibiting their sale or importation. The paper
weights were excellent, inexpensive designs created to fit the hand
well; they are as good as earlier designs if not better. The knuckle

Modern Designs: Mass Production, Customs, and Combat Knuckles
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stalls are round and roomy enough for a larger hand, and the tradi-
tional American design of the palm swell with two attaching posts
fits nicely into the hand. The rounded knuckles are capped with
squared-off protrusions for added impact.

Available in plastic, aluminum, or brass, the paper weight
knuckles were inexpensive and appealed to those interested in this
novelty item. Thousands were shipped around the world, and the
“paper weight” description fooled many custom agents, who would
not have let these weapons through their borders. Often arriving
with very little finishing from the original casting process, the
knuckles were quite rough to the touch and in need of some
cleanup work. This was easily accomplished with a little sandpaper
and some time. 
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CHINESE MASS-PRODUCED KNUCKLE DUSTERS

Makers: Various

By far, Chinese manufacturers are the most dominating force
when it comes to making knuckle dusters. Their huge volumes,
cheap prices, and interesting new designs and reproduction of old
models have solidified their presence in this market. Often pack-
aged as belt buckles with a tapped hole and threaded stud, these
Chinese models are sold worldwide in generic packaging with no
manufacturer’s name. Most are made from hard base metals that
are plated in silver nickel or brass-colored material, or painted a
variety of colors. Screw-in spikes of various sizes and pointiness
are common. Some outlandish models have been made, including
ones with huge “batwing” blades or a gigantic single curved
“chopper” blade. 

The most common complaint about the Chinese knuckles is
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the fit and size of the finger stalls. Some pieces are just too tight
for any but the smallest fingers. Another complaint is the fact that
some manufacturers are knocking off some of the best designs
without any compensation to the originators of the designs. A
prime example is the “bottle opener” design that resembles an owl
created by Back Street Products and stolen by Chinese makers. 

While the Chinese have used the classic American design most
often—and to varying degrees of quality—some of the designs are
quite uniquely pleasing to the eye. Width of the knuckle dusters
varies from 0.3 inch to close to 1 inch. The thickness of the metal
also varies, with some of the examples being around 2mm. They
are all quite sturdy, however, and since most are well under $20,
they are a cheap investment.

History of Knuckle Dusters

36



4Chapter

37

MODERN CUSTOMS

CUSTOM MALTESE CROSS KNUCKLE DUSTERS

Maker: Anonymous

The Maltese cross has become very popular among custom
motorcycle builders and owners, and bikers just happen to be
among the biggest users and collectors of knuckle dusters. So the
combination of the cross and the knuckle duster is a natural stylis-
tic fit. 

Photos from private collection.



The maker of the knuckle dusters shown below concurs that
the cross was an obvious design to incorporate into a custom
knuckle duster design. Both models make use of the natural palm
swell of the lower arm of the cross. Four finger stalls are placed on
a curve, and the overall combination is quite comfortable. The
impact edge, whether curved or straight, is sufficient to ensure an
appropriate effect. Cut from 0.25-inch brass bar stock, these
knuckles are fairly heavy, and their overall size is larger than most
knuckle dusters. The curved set fits easily into a pocket, but both
are prone to hanging up on clothing when withdrawn quickly. 
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CUSTOM TWO-FINGER STYLES

Maker: Anonymous

Although not nearly as popular or prevalent as the four-finger
models, two-finger knuckle dusters have been around for probably
as long. They present certain advantages in concealability, reduced
weight, and ability to be disguised as something else. Bottle open-
er designs that are practical for actually popping a cap yet can eas-
ily slide onto the hand are found in such shapes as cats and owls
with the “eyes” being the finger stalls. 

The Tiki design shown below (left) is another good style fit for
the two-finger knuckle duster. In this case, the “mouth” of the Tiki
serves as the single finger stall and nicely fits a pair of fingers,
while the “body” makes up the palm swell. The more generic,
plain design (right) is a fairly typical two-finger style that has been
seen in dug-up 19th-century relics as well as knuckle knives from
World War II where the blade emerges from between the knuckles.

While both examples are rather roughly finished, they are
comfortable, handy, and able to do the job quite well. 
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MODERN COMBAT 
KNUCKLE DUSTERS

DALTON COMBAT CUTLERY WARFIST—PLAIN,
HARDRIDE,  AND WARHORSE CHOPPERS

Maker: Dalton Combat Cutlery

I encountered the Dalton Combat Cutlery Warfist while doing
some research on knuckle duster designs for a collector who want-
ed to produce custom pieces. I came across the Dalton Collectors
Forum on-line, and what I saw sent my heart racing. Here was a
production knuckle duster that was made in the United States,
obviously purpose-designed and built for combat. The fact that
Dalton makes some of the best switchblades in the world only
increased my admiration for this maker. The Warfist was a carry-
over of the combination knuckle duster and switchblade design
seen in Dalton’s Interrogator models shown in Chapter 6. 

The Warfist is one big knuckle duster, designed along tradi-
tional American lines, and is a great combination of weapon and
work of art. There are three factors that go into making an effec-
tive knuckle duster: size and weight, striking surface, and comfort.
The Warfist meets all the requirements; it is heavy and massive,
has four sweeping points atop the top edge, and fits larger hands
comfortably. The large, round finger stalls can accommodate the
largest fingers, and the piece slips onto the hand easily. The



straight-across palm swell takes some getting used to, but all edges
are radiused and smooth, as is the entire unengraved surface of the
Plain Warfist. 

DCC first announced the Warfist on May 28, 2005, and it was
an instant success. The
Plain version has five
holes drilled into it and
a satin finish for an
industrial, businesslike
look. The fancier
engraved version
offered for sale is
known as the
“Hardride.” It has this
moniker engraved
across the palm, along
with the DCC Maltese
cross, the Dalton Devil
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seen on a few of their knives, and a pentagram. “DALTON” is also
spelled out across the surface around the finger stalls and linked
by curved, engraved lines. The Hardride also has five holes drilled
in the palm swell. Perfectly curved inlets on the palm swells of the
Warfist look almost like bottle openers and give a slight talon
appearance that fits so well with the overall shape.

A third and very rare variation was offered by DCC for sale at
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their shop only. The Warhorse Choppers version has all the same
design elements as the Hardride but with different engraving. A
galloping stallion with “WARHORSE CHOPPERS” adorns the
palm, while six tiny Maltese crosses surround the finger stalls. 

Hopefully, Dalton will add to its selection of Warfists in the
future. It is wonderful to have an alternative to the Chinese-
 manufactured knuckle dusters, especially ones that carry on the
tradition of American weapon design likes the Warfist. It would be
great to see other knife makers take the leap and fill a long-stand-
ing void by producing high-quality, functional knuckle dusters.
The market and the collector’s desire are certainly there. Dalton is
well positioned and has already taken the lead with its risky and
innovative offerings.
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COPY OF DALTON WARFIST 

Maker: Anonymous

A handmade copy of the Dalton Combat Cutlery Warfist, this
set of knuckle dusters was made to fit the owner. The Warfist is
such a huge weapon, but it has an excellent shape. This collector
wanted a Warfist that could fit his medium-sized hands, and the
ones he bought from DCC were just too big. This copy is cut from
0.375-inch thick brass as compared to the DCC model at 0.5 inch.
It is also somewhat less wide and does not spread the fingers out
as much, making it more comfortable to use while striking. The
four points on the top edge of these knuckles are ideal for inflict-
ing maximum damage on a target. The weight is still substan-
tial,but does not pull down the pants like the Warfist. The large,
round finger stalls are easy to access, and the edges are slightly
radiused for comfort.

Not having the engraved lines, lettering, and signature icons of
the Hardride Warfist—as well as the five drilled holes in the palm
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section of both the Plain and Hardride Warfists—certainly takes
away from the aesthetic appeal of this copy. But because it was
made more for everyday carry and defense (according to the owner
who has both Warfists in his collection), it does the job it was
meant to do. 

The owner of this custom model was delighted when DCC
first produced its own designs of knuckle dusters, and all knuckle
duster fans likely share this sentiment.

History of Knuckle Dusters

46



COPY INSPIRED BY DEVIL’S PLAYGROUND

Maker: Anonymous

This set of serious knuckle dusters was inspired by Dalton
Combat Cutlery’s Devil’s Playground combination knuckle duster
and switchblade (discussed in Chapter 6). Unlike the Warfist, which
DCC made to complement its Interrogator model, the Devil’s
Playground has not inspired its designer to produce a plain knuckle
duster with a similar style. 

The maker of this set of knuckle duster has followed the Devil’s
Playground design faithfully
with a single opening for all
four fingers and pointed
protrusions on the top edge
of the knuckles reminiscent
of flames. The palm swell is
straight across with curved
inlets cut into it. At 0.375
inch, this copy is substantial-
ly thinner than its inspira-
tion. Despite this, it is com-
fortable to hold and strike
with. The single opening
allows for quick grasping
and releasing of the piece.
The number of sharp, pointy
protrusions confirms the
serious damage this weapon
can inflict. The design sets a
new benchmark for modern
knuckle dusters in terms of
looks and utility.
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COPY OF AUSTRIAN WORLD WAR I 
MILITARY-ISSUE KNUCKLE DUSTER

Maker: Anonymous

Like the original Austrian knuckles, which are very rare, these
modern brass equivalents are heavy, concealable, easily carried, and
can achieve the desired effect from the striking surface. The protru-
sions above each knuckle stall and on either end increase the
amount of damage that can be done whether from a straight punch,
a “hammer” blow, or upward strike. The round finger stalls are eas-
ily accessed and are very comfortable.

When the maker of this set of knuckle dusters went looking
for a functional, unique design, he came across the Austrian
 military-issue knuckles seen in chapter 2. Having access to a pair,
he tried them on and recognized that even though the design was
nearly 100 years old, the pair met the requirements for modern
use. Milling the copy from 0.5-inch brass bar stock and forming
the desired shape was a fairly basic operation, and a suitable like-
ness was achieved. The biggest surprise was how comfortable
these knuckles are when held in a closed fist. The lack of palm
swell that is found on most designs could be seen as a potential
problem, but these knuckles are some of the most comfortable out
there, be they the original iron Austrian ones or these modern
ones. The fingers actually tuck under the thick bottom under the
finger stalls, enabling a firm grasp. The gentle curves and smooth
radiuses are very pleasant and ensure that there is pain to the hand
when striking. 
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RAT TAIL

Maker: Anonymous

With simple lines and a blending of old and new designs, the
Rat Tail knuckle duster fits many different needs. As a striking
weapon, this piece combines heavy weight with a large surface
across the top edge of the knuckles. The large, curved spike adds
utility as a “skull crusher” for piercing bone, glass, or armor. The
rounded, radiused edges make for smooth entry and exit from
pockets or holsters, and a very comfortable grip. The grip is fur-
ther aided and enhanced by the open finger stall design that com-
bines rounded uppers and lowers with no separation between the
stalls. This open stall design increases the ability of the user to get
the Rat Tail onto the hand and into action. 

Comfort, utility, and good looks come to mind when viewing
and using the Rat Tail. Even at 6 inches wide and 0.5-inch thick,
this knuckle duster is portable and concealable. The large spike
even seems to help to get the Rat Tail into a pocket, and there is
nothing to catch on clothing. The large single knuckle opening is
easily indexed when located with the fingers. It slips on and off
quickly. The lack of a palm swell does not affect the grip since the
shape allows for a tight, firm grasp on this knuckle duster. This
knuckle duster is a good choice for both self-defense carry or for
combat applications.
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BABY RAT TAIL I AND II

Maker: Anonymous

A smaller, more compact version of the Rat Tail, the Baby Rat
Tail is a full inch shorter in length and several ounces lighter. The
knuckle stalls are closer together, and the skull crusher spike is not
as long. The smaller size does not diminish the effectiveness of
these knuckle dusters. They are still quite a handful and are simply
more concealable and easier to carry. The grooves within the
knuckle stall are closer together and put the fingers in a natural,
comfortable position, making for a tighter, firmer grip. The Baby
Rat Tail II is also easy to grip despite the lack of finger grooves.
The striking surfaces, both the upper edge and the rat tail spike,
are more than adequate for an effective strike. 

Smooth,
radiused edges
within the knuckle
stall and also on the
upper and lower
external edges
make the Baby Rat
Tail I enjoyable to
wear on the hand.
The Baby Rat Tail
II has a single
smooth stall with-
out any grooves.
The curved shape,
combined with the
open-stall design,
gives the hand a
natural, intuitive
place to grasp. The
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Baby Rat Tails are an excellent balance of size, weight, striking
surface, and comfort. They sacrifice little in terms of utility
despite the reduction in size, as compared with the larger Rat Tail.
Indeed the size, shape, and weight are not that different from the
feel of a large combat folding knife in the pocket. 

Available in very limited production, the Baby Rat Tails were
created for military personnel and security professionals.
Handmade from 0.5-inch brass stock, each one is unique. It is pos-
sible the Baby Rat Tails will be produced in larger amounts, but, as
it is, they are highly collectible if they can be found.
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HAMMER FIST

Maker: Anonymous

Drawing on the shape of the Austrian World War I knuckle
duster for the position and shape of the finger stalls and shape of
the main body, this craftsman has gone the further step of incorpo-
rating a weapon design from medieval times. The European war
hammer was used in many countries over the centuries as an effec-
tive striking weapon whether the user was on foot or mounted. The
war hammer consisted of a shaft of varying length upon which a
heavy hammerhead was mounted. The hammer consisted of a flat
or multispiked surface at one end and a curved spike on the other
for piercing heavy armor. Often another spike topped the hammer,
making it even more lethal. This set of knuckle dusters removes the
haft and puts the finger stalls right into the main body of the piece.
The hammerhead shape of the one end is used for crushing blows
and can destroy bone or flesh with even a glancing impact. The
large, curved spike tapers to a point that can pierce clothing and the
flesh underneath, or smash through glass or thin metal easily. The
curved upper edge of the knuckle duster offers plenty of protection
as well as a large striking surface when punching.

The Hammer Fist is a large weapon, as far as knuckle dusters
go. It is more than 6.5 inches long from end to end and 0.5 inch
thick. The flat hammerhead surface is almost 1.5 inches tall, and
the spike is 1.5 inches long. The finger stalls are round and roomy,
and allow for grasping the Hammer Fist with the head to one side
or the other, though the best orientation is with the flat surface
nearest the small finger and the thumb curved along the bottom
edge of the spike. The weight of the Hammer Fist increases its
effectiveness, as do the multiple striking areas. And while it is
massive and more difficult to conceal than a traditional knuckle
duster, this weapon is reasonably easy to carry and access. Made
for combat soldiers, the Hammer Fist carries on a trend in “what
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was once old is new again” as far as personal combat weapons go;
it fits with the emerging use of tomahawks and larger combat
knives in the field. 
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BACK STREET PRODUCTS CUSTOM KNUCKLE DUSTER

Maker: Mr. Knuckles, Back Street Products

Known for its outstanding craftsmanship and sole focus on
knuckle dusters, Back Street Products sets the bar for custom
knuckles. Offering a variety of styles and using top-of-the-line
woods and leathers to accent over-built creations, BSP designed
its knuckle dusters for good looks and hard use, and they will
last forever. 

The model seen here is the Humpback, customized to meet a
buyer’s individual needs and taste. Cut from brass stock, the
knuckles are engraved and feature a custom wood grip on the palm
swell. The finish is Mr. Knuckles’ signature antique look. The
weight is an impressive 254 grams (approximately 9 ounces). All
the edges are radiused for a comfortable fit. 
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While many cheap production knuckle dusters are thinly made,
Back Street Products’ custom pieces go the other direction. Solid,
massive, and made to fit even those with large hands, BSP can
meet any customer’s needs. Pricing is very reasonable, and cus-
tomized designs are readily available.
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KNUCKLE DUSTER 
COMBINATION WEAPONS

From the earliest times of knuckle duster production, ingenious
craftsmen have combined other types of weapons to create effective
self-defense and offensive weapons. Guns, knives, and batons have
all been enhanced with the addition of knuckle dusters. The tradi-
tion continues today, most notably with knuckle knives. 



THEATER-MADE KNUCKLE KNIVES

Makers: Various

The most popular combination of knuckle duster with another
weapon is the knuckle knife. There are as many designs with either
knuckle stalls or the popular D-guard style handle as there are reg-
ular knuckles. 

Knuckle knives became popular during World War I when
British troops privately purchased knuckle knives for their foray
into the trenches. Such makers as Robbins of Dudley and many
Sheffield knife manufacturers created beautiful and functional
knives incorporating the knuckle duster. The United States pro-
duced two types of knuckle knives for its soldiers, the 1917 and
1918 models (see Knuckle Dusters and Knuckle Knives). During
World War II, the tradition of privately purchased knuckle knives
continued, and craftsmen in Australia, New Zealand, Britain, and
the United States filled this need with some unusual and highly
sought-after designs.

The three knives presented here are excellent and very rare
examples of the type of theater-made knives created during
World War I and World War II. These weapons represent a typi-
cal form of manufacturing: a custom or production blade that
has an alloy handle cast directly onto the blade, creating a
strong, effective grip. 
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CUSTOM-MADE APPLEBY KNUCKLE KNIFE

Maker: Robert Appleby, Appleby Knives

Going back to the traditions of the
two world wars, this knife embodies all
the attributes a combat soldier could
want in a fighting knife. The knuckle
duster grip has four stalls and black
linen micarta scales. The hex head
screws that fix the scales to the handle
can be removed for complete disman-
tling. The hefty blade is 0.25 inch
thick, double hollow ground, parker-
ized black finished, and forged from 0-
1 steel. At its widest point, the blade is
1.5 inches wide and 9.625 inches long.
The overall length is 14.75 inches.

Robert Appleby is a master blade-
smith known for his outstanding atten-
tion to detail and quality. The knuckle
knife presented here is an excellent
example of his work. With clean lines
and the perfect combination of looks
and utility, the knife would be at home
on any battlefield, past or present. For
more on Mr. Appleby’s work, go to his
site: www.applebyknives.com/.
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OSS “HATPIN” KNUCKLE KNIFE

Maker: Unknown

One of the many covert operations weapons created during the
World War II, this interesting knuckle dagger is purported to have
been created by the OSS, the precursor of the CIA, or possibly the
British SOE. The combination of three knuckle stalls and a narrow,
5.25-inch dagger blade makes for a purpose-built assassin’s
weapon. The cast-aluminum knuckle duster handle keeps the piece
lightweight, and the whole combination has a low profile and is
easily concealed. The handle finish is a black coating, while the
blade is deeply blued for a stealthy look.

This is not the typical knuckle knife for combat. Indeed, it
would work well for one purpose only: the quiet dispatch of an
enemy, likely from behind. The blade is not large or strong enough
to serve as a utility blade, and the position of the blade makes it
unwieldy for anything but a forward thrust. It is a nice design for
that purpose and can be pushed into a target effectively and cleanly
with great control provided by the knuckle duster grip.
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DALTON COMBAT CUTLERY INTERROGATOR

Maker: Dalton Combat Cutlery

Likely the most innovative automatic knife manufacturer and
designer working today is Robbie Dalton of Dalton Combat
Cutlery. His work with rock-solid, side-opening and in-line (OTF,
out the front) switchblades is legendary, and he has a following of
dedicated collectors who eagerly await each innovative and often
mind-blowing creation. Indeed, it was some of Mr. Dalton’s prod-
ucts that inspired the creation of this book: those designs that have
a deadly side-opening curved blade emerging from one side of a
modernized classic American knuckle duster. This style combina-
tion could have been a horrible monstrosity, a mediocre curiosity,
or what it really is: a fierce combat weapon that transcends tradi-
tional knuckle knife designs and is just really cool.

The DCC Interrogator catches the eye immediately. The hefty
brass construction of the body of the piece will be appreciated by
knuckle duster collectors and users for its tried-and-true tradi-
tional shape. The four finger stalls are placed in a comfortable,
usable curve. The palm swell with two posts attached to the main
body is gently curved and sits in the hand perfectly. The protrud-
ing knife section of the knuckle duster body provides a natural
place for the thumb to rest and guide the blade for cutting or to
work the blade release button. Blades in the Interrogator models
come in bead-blasted, satin, two-tone, and Damascus. Some have
a slot machined into the blade. The shape of the blade is ideal for
a sweeping slash, or for an additional cut once the knuckles have
made impact. The secure grip provided by the knuckle duster
design is further enhanced by the protection provided by the
metal covering the fist. The intimidation factor of a heavy knuck-
le duster and a lightning fast switchblade is huge when the two
are combined.

Aesthetically, these knuckle duster switchblades are simply
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stunning. Coming in a variety of eye-catching models that are dis-
tinguished by the engravings machined into them, the Interrogators
scream cool. Each theme—the Irish “Knuck-o-the-Irish,” the Fuck
the World (FTW), Bad Mother Trucker (BMT), the Bad Mother
Fucker (BMF), the Excalibur, the Machine Gun Shoot)—exhibits
humor and style that add to the look and feel of these pieces. 

Introduced in early 2005, the Interrogators became popular
with collectors right away, and new, very limited editions were
snapped up immediately. Hopefully, DCC will offer more exam-
ples of this great design in the future, as well as continuing to
come up with more innovative models that combine knuckle
dusters and automatic knives (see Devil’s Playground on page 65). 

Production Numbers

Variety of Handle Engravings
FTW: 119 
Pay Up Sucker: 19 
Excalibur logo: 29 
Biker Chick BMF: 20 
Biker Chick BMT: 24 
Devil BMF: 39 
Devil BMT: 20 
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Irish: 7 (1 full satin) 
Machine Gun Shoot: 13 

Damasteel Damascus Blade Variations
Excalibur logo: 5 
Biker Chick BMF: 1
Irish: 6 
Machine Gun Shoot: 3 
Pay Up Sucker: 4 
Biker Chick BMT: 1 
FTW: 3 
Devil BMF: 11
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DALTON COMBAT CUTLERY DEVIL’S PLAYGROUND

Maker: Dalton Combat Cutlery

Never one to rest on his laurels, Robbie Dalton introduced the
Devil’s Playground at the end of the Interrogator production run.
This creation was the further refinement of the outstanding and
unique Interrogator. 

From a knuckle duster standpoint, the Devil’s Playground offers
easier accessibility for getting the hand securely placed within the
body of the weapon. The single finger stall has individual grooves
for each digit that are not separated by the usual posts. Aside from
adding to ease and speed of access, the grooves are even more com-
fortable without the added pressure of the posts that is felt when the
grip is tightened. Due to the massive construction, there is no risk
of the upper edge compressing the fingers. 

Aside from the innovative finger stall, the major style differ-
ence from the original Interrogator models is the addition of
sweeping spiked protrusions atop each of the knuckle edges. These
spikes give the Devil’s Playground an even more sinister appear-
ance as well as added impact performance while striking or raking
while using the cutting edge of the blade. An awesome combina-
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tion of deadly components makes up this weapon, yet it sacrifices
none of the good looks of its predecessor; far from it, the Devil’s
Playground may actually look better.

Collectors will want to keep their eyes open for these rare
DCC pieces, as only 58 were produced. 
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LE CENTENAIRE KNUCKLE DUSTER PISTOL

Made in France or Belgium

This combination knuckle duster and .22 pistol is of a fairly
simple design. The knuckle duster is a basic European design com-
mon at the end of the 19th century. Four finger stalls are atop a T-
post attached to the palm swell, which is the pistol barrel and hous-
es the action of the gun. The pistol fires a small round, single-shot,
and the shell casing must be ejected using a push rod. The barrel is
smooth bore with no rifling. To fire, the middle finger is hooked
into one of the finger stalls and the index finger finds the trigger
while the remaining two fingers hook under the knuckles

Stylistically, the Centenaire is a very pretty piece: it is small,
elegant, balanced, symmetrical, and very light (approximately 150
grams, or 5.3 ounces). This weapon is rare and much sought after
by both collectors of knuckle dusters and unique firearms. 
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DOLNE “APACHE” KNIFE-PISTOL-KNUCKLE DUSTER

Manufactured by L. Dolne in Liège, Belgium

Known as the “Apache” because it was supposed to have been
used by 19th-century French gangsters of the same name, the
Dolne gun is quite a curiosity. In its closed form, it is a bulky
knuckle duster, but it can open to become a small 7mm pinfire
pistol with an extended kris (wavy) blade extending from under-
neath the almost nonexistent barrel. This combination was unfor-
tunately quite weak. The 7mm pinfire round was vastly under-
powered, and the blade was thin and rotated on a weak pivot. It
may have had a certain intimidation factor to it, however, and that
cannot be underestimated.
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Sought by collectors in a number of fields, the Dolne Apache
combination is certainly of interest to those who are interested in
knuckle dusters. The knuckles themselves may have proven the
most effective part of the weapon. They provided two ways to hold
the weapon: closed, the bearer could slip his fingers through the
stalls; and open, the fist could be wrapped around the knuckles. If
two weapons are better than one, the Dolne goes one better—mak-
ing a trio of weapons available to the user.
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DELHAXHE KNUCKLE/KNIFE/GUN

Manufactured by Joseph Delhaxhe

Likely manufactured in Liège, Belgium, the Delhaxhe was a
combination weapon made to be concealed and to offer the bearer
the option of stabbing, shooting, or pummeling his opponent.
Unlike the Dolne weapon, the Delhaxhe did not need to be
“opened.” It could be fired with the knuckle duster grip firmly on
the fist, which allowed the bearer to punch, shoot, or both. The
blade could be pivoted outward into place and was in position for a
downward stab if needed. Typically made from brass and steel, the
whole combination weighed around 1 pound, fit in a pocket, and
was ready for use in case of emergency

The 7mm pinfire round may not have been much, but the
 double-action revolver could fire quickly and was not rendered
useless once emptied. The knife blade and knuckle duster handle
could be brought into action at any time. Likely the site of such a
weapon would be enough to scare off a would-be attacker,
although in low light it might appear to be just a knuckle duster.
Though an interesting weapon, the Delhaxhe never really made
much of an impact in the market. 
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K.O. GLOVE LEATHER KNUCKLE DUSTER

Made for Darley Police Supply

An early vision of sap gloves (shot-filled leather gloves), the
K.O. Glove consisted of a leather strap with a pocket of shot rest-
ing across the knuckles. The advertisement from the W.S. Darley
& Co. Police Supply catalog speaks for itself.

“NEW K.O. Glove for POLICE—
Humane and Effective”

Very handy and effective for an Officer in a
tight spot. In an emergency or when a policeman
or deputy finds himself against a couple of hugs
or tough guys, the K.O. Glove does the business.
Sometimes a billy or club is too conspicuous and
creates the wrong impression on citizen
bystanders. The new Glove is so compact and fits
so snugly that you can use it without attracting
attention. When trouble breaks, a couple of fast
swings and the work is done. When it’s all over the
tough is thinking what a wallop you pack!

Better than metal knuckles because more
humane. Leaves no mark—can’t break the skin. It
just rocks ’em to sleep with an old-fashioned K.O.

Fits the hand comfortably. Saves your knuck-
les. Carries easily in the pocket. Adjustable to fit
any size hand.

Made from heavy russet leather of good quali-
ty. Double stitching all around for durability and
strength. Loaded with shot which gives little on
impact. Deals a clean, safe, humane knockout
blow. Back is padded a little for your protection.
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Great in a free-for-all battle. YOU CAN’T LOST
IT. Only 4.5 in. long. Weights about 6 oz.

SOME OFFICERS WEAR IT ACROSS THE
PALM OF THE HAND, USING IT AS A SLAP-
PER. 
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The knuckle duster design has been popular for both the added
impact it gives to a weapon and the enhanced protection it offers
the wearer’s hand. The following patents have been granted, and the
products created from them have met with a variety of commercial
success. All should be of interest to the knuckle duster collector. 

VARIOUS KNUCKLE DUSTER
RELATED PATENTS



SURVIVAL TOOL 1

This handy design incorporates the curved finger stalls of the
knuckle duster partnered with a chunky, rounded palm swell and
topped with a rounded knife edge with partial serrations.
Conversion to an ax head is accomplished by pushing the tool into
a slotted piece of wood and clamping into place. 
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SURVIVAL TOOL 2

This piece is designed to fit the hand like a traditional knuckle
duster with a curved set of finger stalls and comfortable palm
swell. The addition of a knife blade across the knuckles makes for
a useful slicing tool and can be adapted quickly to make the tool
into an ax head for chopping. Compact and easily stuffed into a
pack, this survival tool would be a benefit to any outdoorsman.
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SPRING-MOUNTED KNUCKLE KNIFE

This contraption blends the knuckle duster and punch knife in
a way that makes this weapon look quite lethal. The blade of the
knife is hidden away until the two parts of the knuckle duster are
compressed together and the blade is pushed forward through a
slot. The middle finger and the index finger are spread far apart,
making this quite an uncomfortable fit. Carrying this unique
weapon would be difficult as well because an unwanted compres-
sion would allow for the unveiling of the blade. 
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ROUND-FINGER STALL KNUCKLE DUSTER

Described as an assailant-deterrent weapon, this item is likely
to be made from plastic and has the same qualities of many tradi-
tional knuckle dusters.

Various Knuckle Duster Related Patents

81



OYSTER SHUCKER

While not described as a weapon, the oyster shucker is a viable
design that incorporates an in-line, sliding knife blade within the
palm swell of a knuckle duster. The knuckles are supposed to pro-
tect much of the hand from the hard, sharp oyster shells while pry-
ing them open with the blade.
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MACHETE DAGGER

This nicely designed knuckle duster handle supports a serrated
blade that juts out from the wearer’s fist. It has a nice ergonomic
design and easily adapts to a more combat suitable blade.

Various Knuckle Duster Related Patents
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NOVAK KNUCKLE DUSTER PISTOL

This is a small combined weapon consisting of an elegant
 single-shot pistol whose barrel sits between two finger stalls. A
small trigger fires the device. 
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HOLLINSHEAD RAM KNIFE

A nicely designed knife with a double-finger stall and a palm
grip for all four fingers, the Hollinshead Ram Knife has a stable
platform for a push dagger.

Various Knuckle Duster Related Patents
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HARSTAD DAGGER

An interesting combination of a knuckle bow and dual blades
at either end, this weapon could prove interesting for deployment
and storage. It looks comfortable and fairly lethal.
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HARRISON KNUCKLE KNIFE

A somewhat traditional knuckle knife, this item incorporates
four curved finger stalls, a T-handle palm swell, and a single-edged
blade. The knife has a sheath or cover that fits over the blade while
not in use and then folds back over the handle to form part of the
grip when the blade is exposed. 

Various Knuckle Duster Related Patents
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BATON WITH KNUCKLE STRAP

Obviously an unremarkable baton design with the addition of a
shot-filled strap based on the K.O. Glove design (seen in Chapter
6), this baton adds protection for the baton wielder with the added
punch of the sap-like knuckle cover. 
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David Grant, Knuckle Dusters and Knuckle Knives and History of
Knuckle Dusters
www.knuckledusterbook.com

Plowshare Forge, World War I Knuckle Knife Reproductions
www.homepage.mac.com/dbrock76/Menu8.html

Back Street Products Custom Knuckle Dusters
www.bsproducts.net/index3.htm

Brass Knuckle Collector Club
www.groups.yahoo.com/group/brassknucklescollectorclub/

Dalton Knives Picture Gallery
www.mywebpages.comcast.net/km4yk/Dalton.html

Appleby Knives
www.applebyknives.com/
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